It was only after this period that he turned to gynmcological surgery and became appointed to the staff of the Samaritan Hospital.
In December 1857, he attempted, but failed at, his first ovariotomy. Undeterred, he was successful with his next case, in February 1858. In spite of violent opposition, and the label 'Belly Ripper', he and a small group of fellow pioneers placed ovariotomy, and therefore the general principles of abdominal surgery, on a sound footing. Wells in particular, by his insistence on meticulous note-keeping and on the reporting of all casesfailures as well as successeshad a major part to play during this period of evolution. In 1880 he performed his thousandth ovariotomy. This is a fascinating story told in an interesting and delightful manner. It will be of great value not only to gynvcologists and abdominal surgeons but also to all who are intrigued by the growth of modern medicine.
HAROLD ELLIS
Basic Gastro-enterology Including Diseases of the Liver by J M Naish MD FRCP and A E A Read MD FRCP ppx-+351 illustrated 55s
Bristol: John Wright 1965 The authors have set out to review the rapidly advancing field of gastroenterology for the newcomer and they have therefore deliberately decided to give a rather dogmatic synthesis of modern knowledge rather than a reasoned account of the subject. As might be expected by choosing this method to cover such a subject as gastroenterology, where facts are often sparse and tradition dies hard, controversial statements have not infrequently been made; even so this is not too great a disadvantage for no doubt even apparently accepted dogma will be out of date in a few years' time.
An attempt has been made to cover the whole field of gastroenterology and the book starts with a section, probably its least happy, on psychosomatic aspects of gastrointestinal disturbances; following this the various organs are dealt with in turn, with an attempt to explain disordered function after an introduction on the anatomy and physiology of the affected part. The book is essentially practical and the advice on how to deal with clinical problems is usually excellent; liver disease is particularly well and simply covered, and such topics as drug jaundice have a modern ring. There are one or two curious anomalies of fact, such as the statement that Tryptizol is a monoamine oxidase inhibitor, and the use of the term 'free acid'; the inclusion of the resin test in measuring protein loss into the gut reflects the time lag while the book was at the printers. The information is succinctly given, the classifications are usually good and, for those who like them and find them helpful, diagrams abound. At the end of each chapter there is a select bibliography of the better reviews on the subject covered.
There is no doubt that this will be an extremely useful book, not only as an introduction to gastroenterology for the student but also for practitioners, and not least it will help the teacher who wants to categorize his knowledge rapidly before imparting it to his students.
A M DAWSON An Introduction to Geriatrics by Bernard Isaacs MD FRCP(Glasg) pp ix+ 212 illustrated 30s London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell 1965 This admirable book gives a clear description of the modern practice of geriatrics. The text is a development of lectures given at introductory courses in geriatric medicine in Glasgow under the auspices of the Postgraduate Medical Board, and clearly much thought has been given to the contents. The views expressed are authoritative and the approach will appeal to those who practise geriatrics. Much useful information should also be obtained by the doctor whose main concern is general medicine. The description of agnosia, mental confusion and the psychological changes in old age make fascinating reading. Obviously these are topics which are of particular interest to the author, and an understanding of their nature is of great importance to the management of patients with cerebrovascular disease and indeed elderly patients in general. Dr Isaacs is to be congratulated on this short textbook of geriatrics which should be welcomed not only by doctors, but also by nurses and ancillary workers who are concerned with the care of elderly patients both in and outside hospital. This excellently produced and illustrated book has as its aim 'to present the essentials of diagnostic radiology to Physicians and Surgeons'. The method the authors adopt in doing this is to cover the subject broadly without any attempt at detail, and to simplify as much as possible. Much of the outlook of the diagnostic radiologist pervades this volume as a result, and the authors have chosen nicely between the Scylla of making his task appear too easy and the Charybdis of getting bogged down in his many daily complex problems. This is certainly a useful and interesting introduction to the subject both for the clinician, the radiological trainee and, indeed, for the medical student. It is not a reference book and does not offer a comprehensive description of any of its subject matter. And yet it is crowded with basic facts and practical information, a simply excellent collection of illustrative radiographs and a useful list of references to individual diseases at the chapter ends. The subject matter ranges from salivary glands to the colon, as might be expected, but also includes diagnostic problems connected with the peritoneum, the liver, pancreas and biliary tract, with separate chapters on 'The new born child' and 'The acute abdomen'.
It is introduced as a sister volume to Truelove and Reynell's 'Diseases of the Digestive System' and in these days of crowded syllabuses and overworked specialists there is a very definite place for the general introductory review of this sort, providing it does not convey the impression that the subject is as simple as it sounds. And in this respect the authors perhaps err on the side of dogmatizing with regard to technical procedures which are in common use, and the variety of ways in which they are used. Indeed one of the remarkable features of diagnostic radiology is this very great individual variation in technical procedure among radiologists, and clinicians should not be encouraged to think there is one best way of tackling any given problem. This book is a report of papers and discussions of the NATO Advanced Study Institute, arranged and directed by Dr W Taylor. Current ideas from this country, America and Europe on many aspects of the structure and function of the liver and biliary apparatus are discussed at length by the experts in the various fields, in all types of animal from the sea cucumber to man. Ideas are thrown up in profusion. It is, therefore, in no way a reference book, but rather a progress report of great value to the worker who wishes to examine the more esoteric aspects of bile excretion and who does not know which aspect of bile metabolism will next be attracting his attention. In this volume scientific Western medicine as practised in most civilized countries is contrasted with the traditional or Eastern medicine that dates back several centuries or millennia. The author of the book is a strong supporter of the Society for the Promotion of Eastern Medicine and headed a deputation that went from Pakistan to visit China and 'toured the whole country' in the brief space of one month. They were well received by the Chinese authorities and this volume contains the very laudatory report of their visit, together with a history of Chinese medicine, surgery and materia medica, and a very sketchy account of present-day Chinese medicine. Western scientific medicine is admitted to be of some value but more emphasis is laid on traditional or Eastern methods such as acupuncture, moxibustion, and the multitude of drugs that constitute the older materia medica.
The pioneer work of the medical missionaries in the nineteenth century is rather minimized and great prominence given to the recent formationl of medical schools of both traditional and Western medicine. Politics is one of the subjects taught in the traditional medical schools, and it is stated that 'the correct leadership of the Party and Government is essential to guarantee the victory of the traditional medicine'. Nevertheless one of their aims is 'to strengthen the unity between the doctors of the Western training and those of the traditional medicine'.
Medicine is obviously in a very confused state in China at the present time, and it is difficult to forecast the ultimate result while politics continue to have such a controlling influence.
ZACHARY COPE

